
EAST HEMPFIELD TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS & PLANNING COMMISSION

949 Church Street, Landisville, PA 17538

DATE AND TIME: April 24, 2019 6:00 p.m.

ATTENDANCE: Board Members: Douglas W. Brubaker,
G. Edward LeFevre, H. Scott Russell,
W. Scott Wiglesworth, Thomas Bennett

Planning Commission: Jim Fullerton, Andy Weaver, Brent Detter,
and Brian Biggs.

Others Present: Cindy Schweitzer, Township Manager
Jon Beck, Director of Development Services

The special joint meeting of the Board of Supervisors and the Planning Commission was called
to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mr. Brubaker, followed by a moment of silence and the Pledge of
Allegiance.

The purpose of the meeting was a review of initiatives and general discussion on the role of the
Planning Commission, the Board’s current position on infrastructure improvements and any
other business that lawfully comes before the Board of Supervisors.

Discussion Items

Ordinance Updates:
o Zoning - Mr. Beck explained that he and his staff are currently focusing on Ag related

amendments to the zoning ordinance.  He reviewed the current pending text amendment
concerning updated definition of a convenience store and adding a definition for a truck
stop.  He acknowledged that the wireless facilities ordinance is in draft form and has
been discussed by the Planning Commission and will be presented to the Board of
Supervisors in the near future.  Map changes are being looked at, reducing zoning
districts and relabeling/rezoning the Agricultural Holding areas (7 sites).  Mr.
Wiglesworth stressed that changes such as these need to be made slowly and make
neighborhoods aware.  Mr. Bennett noted that these text amendments are known
deficiencies in the ordinance and are not being considered in support of development.

o Parking   Regulations   modified – Mr. Beck explained that the Township is trend setting in
allowing a use to more naturally determine their parking needs with guidance from the
Institute of Transportation Engineer’s Parking Generation Report or the Urban Land
Institute Shared Parking Study.

o SWMO – Mr. Beck indicated that the ordinance will be expanded to address Ag
properties, providing for credit if there is a nutrient or manure plan in place and/or
implemented.  Also suggesting getting rid of micro projects in favor of a more regional
approach, if DEP agrees.
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o Streets/Sidewalk – The Board recently tweaked the ordinance to change Stony Battery to
a collector roadway.  He is looking for other suggestions/amendments regarding streets
or sidewalks.  Discussion was held regarding waiver vs. deferment of sidewalk
requirements.  Mr. Beck noted that deferments are given routinely and waivers are
seldom.   A waiver would require justification such a difficult slope.  It was suggested
that an inventory of current deferments be created so it is easy to referenced.  Mr.
Fullerton noted that sidewalks may begin to be needed as streets are narrowed.

o 2016   Comprehensive   Plan – Mr. Beck noted that Strong Towns is a prevalant theme in
the comp plan which considers the long-term cost of infrastructure.

Public   Comment   Policy – The Board of Supervisors, a few months back, modified the Public
Comment Police to limit comments to only East Hempfield Residents, Business Owners or
Stakeholder.  The further moved the comment period to the end of meetings.  There has been no
feedback with the changes made.  Mr. Russell noted he feels it is beneficial to have residents stay
to the end of the meeting so they have a better understanding of what transpires at a meeting.
Mr. Fullerton agrees that the person offering public comment needs to be a stakeholder in the
discussion.

Other Business: none

Public Comment:
Colleen    Jacobsen – Ms. Jacobsen feels the Township should provide for a snow removal
ordinance for sidewalks.  Regarding the text amendment, she agrees the definition of
convenience store is outdated but feels that the campus zone should not include fuel pumping.
She stressed the serenity and the beauty of a campus should be maintained.  She added that
issues need to be better communicated to residents.  Maybe educational material that aids in
residents understanding the processes.  She suggests information in the newsletter to help
educate. 

Imo Sulyox – Mr. Sulyox questioned who initiated the Zoning Ordinance amendments to the
Campus Zone.  The Township has been looking at amendments to the Zoning Ordinance since it
was revamped in 2014.  Mr. Beck added that the ordinance is a fluid document and must
change/adjust as time moves forward.

Adjournment:
By unanimous consent of all present, Mr. Brubaker adjourned the meeting at 7:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

 _______________________________
Cindy A. Schweitzer, Township Manager, Secretary




